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Dear Parents and Friends of St Mary MacKillop School,  

 

Our school constantly strives to be: 

A Christ centered community which challenges students to develop their unique gifts and talents 
through a supportive partnership of school, parents and parish.  
 
With weekend sporting finals well and truly upon us, I thought it was a good time to share our school expectations 

for participating in events at St Mary MacKillop or as part of our diocese. I believe that these reflect our commu-

nity values and are lived and demonstrated by our staff, parents and students at all events ï Thank you for being 

models of our values. 

 

We acknowledge the place sport plays in our daily lives. We value respect of ourselves and respect of others. It is 

important how the game is played and the manner in which our players, officials, parents and spectators conduct 

themselves. We require all involved in our sporting activities to abide by the following Codes of Conduct which 

are based on principles of óThe Australian Sports Commission Codes of Behaviour.ô  

 

Players                                                                                                                                                  Parents   
Play by the rules at all times.   Remember that children participate in sport for their enjoyment, not 

yours.   

 

Never argue with an official. Respect officialsô decisions and teach children to do likewise.  

 

Control my temper.  Focus on your childôs efforts and performance rather than the final 

score 

Will not abuse officials  

or sledge other players.  Encourage children to play according to the rules and to settle agree-

ments without resorting to hostility and violence 

Work hard for themselves  

and their team. Never ridicule or yell at a child for making a mistake or losing a 

competition  

Be a good sport.  Show appreciation for volunteer and employed coaches, officials and 

administrators.  

Applaud all good plays  

whether they are made by my team or 

the opposition. Support all efforts to remove verbal and physical abuse from sporting 

activities. 

 

 

Treat all participants in the sport  

as I would like to be treated. Remember that children learn best by example. Appreciate good  

 performance and skillful play by ALL participants  

 

Cooperate with the coach,  

my team-mates and opponents. Support all competitions by ensuring your childôs attendance until the  

 completion of their events.  

   

Show quality sportsmanship by  

thanking officials and team members Inform school officials prior to departure 

at the end of games.  

  .   

Respect the rights, dignity and worth of all 

Participants regardless of their gender.  Respect the rights, dignity and worth of all participants regardless of 

their gender, abilities, cultural background or religion 

  gender, abilities, cultural background or religion 

 

 

Together We Grow. 

Mr Scott Buchan - Principal 
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Religious Education News 

The Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary ï Saturday September 8th 

 

The Feast of the Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary has been celebrated in the Church since about the 8th Century. 

This is one of only three birthdays celebrated in the Church Calendar ð the Birth of Jesus (December 25), the 

Birth of John the Baptist (June 24) and the Birthday of Mary, the mother of Jesus (September 8th). 

 

The birth of Mary was miraculous. She was conceived without sin as a special grace because God had selected her 

to become the mother of His Son. There is nothing contained in Scripture about the birth of Mary or her parent-

age, though Joseph's lineage is given in the first chapter of the Gospel of Matthew. The names of Mary's parents, 

Joachim and Anne, appear in the apocryphal "Gospel of James," a book dating from the 2nd Century AD, not part 

of the authentic canon of Scripture. According to this account, Joachim and Anne were also beyond the years of 

child-bearing, but prayed and fasted that God would grant their desire for a child. 

 

In celebrating the nativity of Mary, Christians anticipate the Incarnation and birth of her Divine Son, and give 

honour to the mother of Our Lord and Saviour. 

 

The Sacrament of Confirmation 
On Tuesday night (11th September) Mr Buchan, Mrs Rowan, Mrs Paine and myself 

had the privilege of attending the 5pm and 7:30pm Confirmation Masses.  At these 

masses many of our Stage 3 students received the Sacrament of Confirmation - the final 

Sacrament of Initiation into the Catholic Church. Fr Chris De Souza spoke to the chil-

dren about the gifts of the Holy Spirit and encouraged the children to use these gifts in 

their life. A warm thank you to Colleen Nicholas (Sacramental Coordinator), the Year 

Five teachers and parents for preparing the children so well. 

 

Congratulations to the following students who received the Sacrament of Confirmation 

on Tuesday 11th September: 

 

Cooper B, Layla B, Elise B, Austin B, Samarah B, Katie-Maree C, Millie-Jay C, Amelia D, Isla D, Liam D, Ava 

D, Thomas F, Rafferti G, Ryan G, Thomas G, Sophie H, Jacob H, Jarred H, Caleb K, Georgia M, Xavier Mc, Ella 

Mc, Christian Mc, Mia M, Ciaran M, Marcus M, Oliver N, Lily O, Jordan P, Maurice P, Riley P, Thomas R, Ben 

R, Jacob R, Madeleine S, Tanae S, Lachlan S, Tayla S, Anastacia W, Daniel W and William Z 

 

These children have been graced with the 7 gifts of the Holy Spirit and are now full members of the Catholic 

Church.  

 

 

 Mrs Leesa Gillard 

Religious Education Coordinator 
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Kindergarten Excursion to Featherdale Wildlife Park 

Last Thursday, 6th September, Kindergarten boarded the bus for their first official whole day 
excursion to the amazing Featherdale Wildlife Park! The students have been learning about 
living things, life cycles and the variety of God's beautiful Creation and they were so, so ex-
cited to be engaging in some real-life, hands on learning!  
 
At the Wildlife Park, the students met and even touched Chester the Koala, Chip the Tawny 
Frogmouth Bird, Mario the Shingle-back Lizard and most exciting of all: Cornelius the Chil-
dren's Python! Kindergarten also got to pat pigs, sheep, geese, and kangaroos and even 
see a real life crocodile up close and personal!  
 
A big thank you to our wonderful teachers aides, Mrs Daines and Mrs Breia, and our parent 
helpers: Alison Randall, Chloe Jenkins, Kathleen McNally, Ashlee McPherson, Melissa Bog-
nar and Rhonda Brebner.  
 
Since arriving back at school, we have introduced baby chicks to our learning space! We are having so much fun 
watching them hatch in the incubator and move over to their heated, secure area to eat, drink, walk and grow. We 
are loving learning about living things! 
 
 
The Kindergarten Teachers 

Year 1 Healthy Eating Kitchen Kart 

On Wednesday 12th September Year 1 spent some time in the school staffroom with our wonderful Kitchen Kart mak-
ing yummy, healthy rice paper rolls! Before this exciting activity, the students had made a list of ingredients and written 
a procedure for making the rolls during writing time in their classrooms.  
 
On Wednesday they collected their imaginary chef hats and aprons and were responsible for grating and cutting vege-
tables, preparing the noodles and wrapping the rolls. Students worked in pairs to complete this Masterchef challenge 
and then enjoyed their healthy snacks in the sunshine of the playground! Thank you to our teachers aides and Mrs 
Linda Field who assisted us in the Kitchen! 
 
Year 1 loved it! 
 
Year 1 Classroom Teachers 


